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Kitchens and Baths

Range hoods, cabinets,
and other essentials
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The kitchen cabinets are all custom. “We landed
on a very simple, streamlined white Shaker
perimeter,” says designer Danielle Steele, aside
from the island, which they painted navy blue.
“Having that visual interest and contrast in

the kitchen really sets it apart,” she says. The
countertop has the appearance of marble but is a
stain- and scratch-resistant durable quartz.

Measure your kitchens walking space
before you add barstools. Make sure
there will still be plenty of room if the
barstools stick out beyond the kitchen

island or peninsula.



e home originally had white oak flooring with a dark stain,
which Danielle and her team restored to its original light
shade. The kitchen floor flows into the original refinished
white oak in the next room. “That helps it achieve that
farmhouse look,” Danielle says. Most of the lower cabinets
look like drawers, even when they’re facades over appliances,
like the dishwasher to the left of the sink. Its fagade mirrors
" the door and drawer to the right of the sink.

efore undergoing a renovation, you have to figure out what’s currently working and what
isn’t. This McLean, Virginia, home had a great location and a good flow between the
rooms. Yet the family of five all shared one bathroom, the kitchen was isolated from the
rest of the house and there was no dedicated space for the kids.

Enter Marks-Woods Construction Services. They proposed a renovation to optimize
and open the home, merging the existing elements with new ones. “The intent was to make things
more functional for them,” says lead interior designer Danielle Steele. “A lot of people really love
where they live. They just need more space. That's where we come in and we find options.”
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MIXING OLD AND NEW

The renovation gave the family

a spacious kitchen, new garage,
laundry room, multi-purpose
children’s room and primary

suite with a spa-like bathroom.
The project updated the home’s
interior and made the rooms more
functional for the entire family.

To better blend the addition
with the original home, the team
at Marks-Woods coordinated new
exterior brick with the existing
brick, added a metal roof over one
entry and matched the front door
with arched wood-stained garage
doors. “Anybody who would
approach the house for the first
time, not seeing the existing house
before, would really not know
that there was an entire addition,”
Danielle says.

THINK BEFORE wow Wemm

For a kitchen renovation, here are four important factgs to
keep in mind before you start.

1. USE. Consider how you'll use the kitchen. If you're an avid cook, you'll probably

require a larger stovetop and plenty of workspace. If you don't cook very often,
a high-quality and easily-accessible microwave will be more important. If

you entertain often, you'll want room for multiple people to work in the space
simultaneously. And if you have kids doing homework at the kitchen table,
make sure to reserve a cabinet or drawer for school supplies like pens and
colored pencils.

2. ZONES. Create specific stations, the “work horse" areas of the kitchen. Designer

Danielle Steele says this primarily includes areas dedicated to prepping, cooking
and cleaning. You'll also want a storage area, whether that's a pantry with a door
or a section of your cabinets designated for storing food.

3. MATERIALS. Use durable materials. Kitchens witness a lot of wear and tear.

Make sure your tiles, countertops and floors are durable and stain-resistant to
withstand daily use. For materials that are porous, like a brick backsplash or
granite countertops, seal and prep before installing.

4. LIGHTING. In the kitchen, you want as much light as possible. Recessed

lighting is essential to disperse light evenly. Then include task lighting for
hardworking areas like sinks and stoves. Add pendant lights for a decorative
element, as well as undercabinet lighting to illuminate areas that can recede
into shadows. Put all your lighting on a dimmer for ambient lighting

while entertaining.
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Marble countertops are well suited for a bathroom
because they aren’t exposed to the same wear and
tear as a kitchen. “[The homeowner] wanted it
to feel holistic and an extension of the kitchen,”
Danielle says. She fitted hoth rooms with fixtures
from the same collection, but with a different
finish, bridging the two rooms.

The primary suite was a new addition ahove
an existing garage. The homeowner wanted
the bathroom to be a getaway that would
also feel like an extension of the kitchen.
The patterned floor tile “adds a lot of
visual interest to an otherwise very white
hathroom,” Danielle says. The muted colors
of the tile maintain a relaxing vibe, while
bringing some intrigue to the floor.
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Inside, they tied the existing white oak flooring into the new addition for a
seamless transition. After discovering that the existing floors had been redone
with a dark stain, they restored them to their original natural light shade, which
took a lot of trial and error, but brightened up the spaces.
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The existing garage hecame
a secluded room for the
children. “It’s nice that
they have a separate area
off of the main living
space,” Danielle says. The
area serves as a craft room,
playroom and a dedicated
homework space. The open
floor is versatile for doing
cartwheels or playing
games, with plenty of
storage space against

the walls.

The mudroom gained
custom cubbies from a
local carpenter rather than
cabinetry. The carpenter
used raw materials for

the shelves and a single
countertop to serve as
bench seating. “This is a
really great cost-effective
way to achieve that function
and same look,”

Danielle says.

NEUTRAL AESTHETIC
The homeowner is a fan of neutrals, patterns and textures, but also
appreciates a good pop of color. Danielle and her team focused on a
California-style farmhouse, incorporating the home’s natural light and floors.
The style fits beautifully with the new kitchen. Traditional touches like
the white Shaker cabinets and hints of metal made the kitchen feel natural
and organic. The clear glass pendant lights elongate the ceiling without
disrupting the line of sight. Then elements like the tile backsplash added
texture to the room. “Each tile is handcrafted so it's meant to look imperfect,”
Danielle says. “It gives that perfectly imperfect look.”
While the original house had great bones, the design and layout were
outdated. This remodel will carry the home into the future with a timeless look.
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There are plenty of options
when it comes to choosing a
range hood. Designer Danielle
Steele says you can use almost
any material with farmhouse
style. “It just depends on how
it's executed,” she says. Here
are a few options.

e CHIMNEY-STYLE HOOD. This
stainless steel, cost-effective option
works well in high-grade kitchens. The
look is modern, but also works well
in traditional spaces especially when
paired with a stainless-steel range.

e PLASTER HOOD. A cost-effective
trend, these range hoods begin with
a primed wood hood installed on site,
then covered in plaster. It's a way to
achieve texture without the high price
tag of a custom hood.

e WOOD HOOD. These range hoods
can be constructed or painted to
match cabinets, or can be striking in a
contrasting color. This is also a good
DIY option.

e CUSTOM METAL HOOD. Although
it's often the most expensive option, a
custom metal hood can be coated to
match cabinets or be its own statement
piece in a natural or accent shade.

e CONCEALED HOOD. For a cooktop
under a window, a cabinet or soffit
can hide a range hood for a modern,
streamlined appearance.

Danielle chose brass finishes for the cabinet
hardware, faucets, light fixtures and range hood.
The aluminum-coated custom range hood has
metal strappings that tie in with the other metal
in the room. “A lot of people have reservations
about putting brass in a kitchen because they
feel it’s very trendy,” Danielle says. “I think it will
stand the test of time.”
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