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Carport
Conversion

The carport of this midcentury-modern
home in Alexandria was begging to be re-
purposed. At some point, a section of the
concrete floor had been raised three steps
up, presumably to create an elevated patio.
But it wasn’t exactly an inviting place to
hang out, and the uneven levels meant you
could no longer park a car inside.

The owners enlisted Marks-Woods
Construction Services to reimagine the
awkward spot as a sleek indoor/outdoor
room. They gave the house a new front
stoop, driveway, and walkway, too. In all,
says principal Byron Woods, the project—
which wrapped in the fall of 2020—took
three months and cost about $50,000.

A door leading into the
~ house already existed
—a big cost savings.
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The carport’s original
ceiling was dressed up
with stained wood.
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Skylights add to the
indoor/outdoor feel.

A simple wall-mounted
fan is the only cooling
element. For screened
porches, Marks-Woods
recommends fans
from MinkaAire.

Though they were mostly
able to reuse the existing
carport, the crew had

to tear up the concrete
floor to install new
footings. The new floor

is composite decking.

PHOTOGRAPH BY REGIS VOGT




H OUTDOOR LIVING

PORCH TALK

More intel to consider if
a screened porchis on
your wish list

You can build a basic 15-
by-15-foot porch made of
pressure-treated lumber for
as little as $25,000, accord-
ing to Byron Woods, princi-
pal of Marks-Woods Con-
struction Services.

But from there, costs
easily mount. Popular fin-
ishes such as composite
decking, skylights, and
beadboard ceilings, plus
railings and other necessi-
ties, will add thousands to
the hill.

If you want heat in your
porch, options range from
low-cost plug-in units and
propane-powered patio
heaters (like what you see

at restaurants] to heated
floors, ceiling-mounted heat
lamps, and baseboard heat.
Architect Anthony Wilder
warns against adding a
screened porch onto a wall
with windows. Homeowners,
he says, don’t realize how
dark this can make a house’s
interior until it's too late.
While they're great at keeping
out bugs, screens don’t filter
pollen. If your yard produces
tons of it, you might consider
adding windows. U






